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believed in the cause which the Spanish people were
defending with such ill-requited valour.

That same day. Dr. Negrin and I made an appointment
to go to Albacete on the following day, for a meeting of the
High Military Command. This meeting turned out to be
historical, as I shall explain later.

As soon as our discussion was finished, on the morning of
the same day (February 25th) Dr. Negrin met members of
the Popular Front, whom he had called together at the
Prime Minister's house. Some of these visited me before
their meeting with him to tell me that they felt inclined to
insist that the Prime Minister should explain his war policy
clearly, and also to convince him that it was madness to
continue his scheme of resistance, and moreover to make
him understand that we were not going to tolerate the
behaviour of the Communist Party any longer, since this
party was impudently trying by all the means in its power
to impose its own opinions on the other parties and
syndicalist organisations. I told them that this seemed a
very good plan, and that I very much hoped that the
Prime Minister would appreciate the sincerity of their
purpose, and how it would benefit the cause of the people,
of whom they were the direct representatives, and of
whose opinion they were able to feel the pulse.

As had been arranged, their meeting with the Prime

, Minister took place. He followed his usual practice, which

was to explain the general situation and the probabilities

of getting imports of armaments, provisions, etc. He spoke

for an hour and a half on this theme, giving play to the